
SITE CLASSIFICATION REPORT SUMMARY 
 

BLOCK: 1 SECTION: 32 SUBURB: Macnamara 

JOB No: 103098.09   DATE: February 2026 

CLIENT: Egis Consulting Pty Ltd REF: R.200.Rev0 

Classification Procedures:   

Existing Subsurface Conditions: Refer attached test pit log(s) – Pit(s) 229,230 and Drawing 3. 

Laboratory Results: Previous laboratory testing results indicated liquid limit ranging from 32 - 64%, plasticity 
index ranging from 14 - 40% and linear shrinkage ranging from 7 - 14.5%. 

Site Classification: Site classification in accordance with AS2870:2011 provides guidance on the patterns and 
magnitude of moisture related seasonal ground movements that must be considered in design. Based on the 
worst case current soil profile / state, on limited subsurface information, soil reactivity and allowing for variation 
in the subsoil profile, the site would be equivalent to worst case low range Class H1 (highly reactive) conditions.  
It must be noted that part of the block would be equivalent to Class S (slightly reactive) conditions due to shallow 
rock. Therefore the classification must be reassessed should the soil profile change either by adding fill or 
removing soil from the block and/or if the presence of service trenches or retaining walls are within the zone of 
influence of the block. Reference must be made to the comments provided below.   

Footing Systems: Reference must be made to AS2870:2011 which indicates footing systems that are 
appropriate for each site classification.  All footings must found within a uniform bearing stratum of suitable 
strength/material, below the zone of influence of any service trenches, backfill zones, retaining walls or 
underground structures.  Masonry walls should be articulated in accordance with current best practice. 
Dwelling design must ensure suitable drainage and uniform moisture conditions are maintained in the vicinity 
of footings. Footing systems must be confirmed by a structural engineer taking into consideration any onsite 
or offsite constraints. 

Maintenance Guidelines: Reference should be made to the attached CSIRO Sheet BTF 18 ‘Foundation 
Maintenance & Footing Performance’ to comments about gardens, landscaping and trees on the performance 
of foundation soils and in particular in respect to maintaining good surface drainage. It notes that minor 
cracking in most structures is inevitable, and it describes site maintenance practices aimed at minimising 
foundation movements that can lead to cracking damage. 

Comments/Limitations: 
The successful purchaser must make their own interpretations, deductions and conclusions from the 
information made available and will need to accept full responsibility for such interpretations, deductions and 
conclusions. To that end development specific geotechnical investigations must be undertaken and it is 
recommended that footing excavations be inspected by a geotechnical engineer. 

Some variability in subsurface conditions must be anticipated with the possibility additional topsoils / fill may 
have been spread subsequent to the investigation. 

Site preparation prior to the construction should include removal of all vegetation, topsoil and any uncontrolled 
fill and all new fill must be placed under controlled conditions (AS 3798:2007), otherwise Class P conditions 
would be warranted in those fill areas.  Some remnant tree roots may still be present within the natural profile, 
generally embedded within the weathered rock, at the existing ground surface or below any controlled fill. Hard 
rock excavation must be anticipated across parts of the site. It is recommended that excavation depths be 
minimal to reduce potential site costs. 

Moisture condition of site soils and/or the presence of groundwater may vary considerably from time of 
investigation compared to at the time of construction.  Groundwater seepages are highly likely after heavy or 
prolonged rain. 

This report must be read in conjunction with the attached “Limitations” and notes “About this Report”. 

References: AS 2870:2011, Residential Slabs and Footings, Standards  Australia. 

Attachments: Limitations & About this Report   Test Pit Log(s) Pit(s) 229,230 
Explanatory Notes    Drawing 3 

  
 
Written by: Anthony Hooper         Reviewed by: Michael Jones 
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